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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Mail Stop Patent Application 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to the obligation under 37 C.F.R. 1.56 and in conformance 
with 37 C.F.R. 1 .97-1 .99, Applicants cite the references A1-A15 listed on the 
attached form PTO-1449 for consideration by the Examiner. Also submitted 
are copies of Examiner-initialled forms PTO 1449 and PTO-892 from the 
prior pending U.S. Application Serial No. 09/834,105, which is being relied 
upon for an earlier filing date under 35 U.S.C. 120. In accordance with 37 
C.F.R. 1 .98(d) copies of these references are not provided since they were 
previously cited by or submitted to the Office in the prior application. 

The filing of this Information Disclosure Statement does not constitute 
an admission that the information cited herein is, or is considered to be, 
material to patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. 1 .56(b). Further, Applicants 



reserve the right to contest that any of these references are prior art against 
the present application. 

Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner review the entire 
disclosure of these documents and make them of record. 



BRINKS HOFER GILSON & LIONE 
POST OFFICE BOX 10395 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 
312/321-4200 



Respectfully submitted, 



^fspe^V. Dockrey 
/Registration No. 33,868 
Attorney for Applicants 
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